Riverview Catholics - Pastoral Council
Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 7:00 PM, St Stephen Foundation Hall
In Attendance
Page 2
Fr Adam Puntel
Fr Eric Roush
Fr Jeremy Stubbs
Bradley Barnes
Anna Cristo (HCI)
Amber Dawson (CtK)
Stefanie Fitzgerald (CtK)
Mike Keating (SSC)
Mike Kovasckitz (SSC)
Amy Obermeyer (HCI)
TJ Russo (SSC) 
Chris Ryan (SRL)
Don Saelinger (CtK) 
Jim Sanitato (SRL)
Kelly Zilli (HCI)

Absent:
Jon Hemmer (SRL)
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Pastoral Council Meeting Notes
1. All in attendance prayed the final prayer of the Holy Spirit novena together
2. Introductions
a. Kelly – member of HCI for 10-15 years
b. Stefanie, K, 2, and 4 graders at Cardinal Pacelli – would love to see more cohesion between the parish and school
c. Bradley Barnes – parish ministry, member of St Stephen parish; loves this family of parishes
3. January minutes – approved 
4. Fr. Adam
a. Director of Evangelization – Bradley Barnes
1) start date July 1, for the family of parishes
2) will create overarching plan for how we will reach out to parish families
b. News from the Archdiocese – 
1) Still moving forward but not able to make public yet
c. Soup Suppers – starting next week
1) Theme: The Creed
d. Communications Manager
1) Katherine Swanson, last day is today; Madeline Daley is taking her position
2) New website – might be delayed due to St Rose electronic donations – St Rose electronic donations are currently connected to the website that will be discontinued.
5. Fr. Eric
a. This Sunday: Rite of Election for those seeking to become Catholic
b. Immediately prior Rite of Ascending will happen at St Rose at noon Mass
c. 28 candidates and catechumens in attendance with; 61 total (including sponsors). Assuming 100 in attendance, including family, at the Easter Vigil at St Rose.
d. note: all four Paschal candles from all 4 parishes are blessed at that Mass
6. Fr. Jeremy
a. Men’s Group: 28-32 in attendance at meetings. They are starting the Creed series from Bishop Barron.
b. First adoration as a group last week. Lighter attendance but first try.
c. Sr Marie Cecile will be bringing her fellow sisters to visit 5th and 6th graders at Cardinal Pacelli
7. Alpha discussion
a. Review:
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion to look for a program to change hearts and minds started in the fall
1. A process to bring our parishes together (evangelization within parishes)
2. A process to bring our communities together (evangelization outside of parishes)
2) Don Saelinger reviewed a few programs and represented findings at December meeting; Pastoral Council decided to look closer at ALPHA
3) Two members from the ALPHA team at St Maximilian Kolbe presented to council last month.
b. This discussion will hopefully allow us to make a recommendation to the pastor. PC is not expected to take on leadership of the program.
c. Don and Amber attended first session of ALPHA at St Max on January 31 – impressions:
1) the team appeared to be well trained and well supported
2) we will need to find 4 strong leaders, one from each parish, get support from pastor
3) Most criticism centers on its origins being “too Protestant”
4) But conversely, it is the initial proclamation of the Gospel.
5) Video was interesting, discussion was engaging
6) Two ways: can choose closed program, invite only; or open invite
d. ALPHA can be a way to increase the interactions between new Catholics/agnostics and longtime Catholics
e. St Max also has other active opportunities for connection – does not have to compete with existing programs, can supplement
f. ALPHA is not designed to answer specific Catholic questions, but could happen organically in discussion
g. 12-week program, not ongoing like our current prayer groups
h. Age range: adults (there is a separate program for young adults)
i. What is the goal of setting up this program/similar
1) We are still in the phase of deciding if we will actually doing it
2) Gets us outside of ourselves to follow the mandate to share our faith with others
3) In response to post-Christian culture – there is an opportunity there, but also an opportunity for leadership to take the next step in their own faith journey
4) Shows how to talk about faith, which is something most Catholics are uncomfortable with
5) Meets people where they are on that spectrum
6) Create a space where people feel comfortable asking questions (relationships, especially of trust, are built)
j. Concerns
1) the amount of work – concern that attendance will disappoint
2) who will take ownership? do we have leaders from each parish that are not already overcommitted?
3) How do we get the word out?
k. Culture – family bond. We are not working to make our 4 parishes clones of each other. Rather increase family bond
l. Longer vision may be necessary – find the leaders now and allow them to continue to work toward goal, not immediate launch
m. Afraid of failure… What is success? Growth
n. Suggestion: put together a working group, to see if we can get the critical mass to put on ALPHA
1) Fr Adam requested a blind vote (email to Mike) so council member can give their thoughts on whether we should go forward and how.
2) Email in no later than Friday, February 20
8. Open forum: 
a. Prayers re: ICE arrival in Ohio, especially Fr Komo’s parish in Springfield
b. Our St Vincent de Paul Conference now has multiple members from each parish
9. Email
a. No emails of relevant content
10. Voicemail 
a. No calls
11. Practice of the Presence of God (Jim Sanitato led discussion) 
a. Simple things in life - do them with God in mind
b. Aimed at monastic life perhaps, but we can still glean things from it
c. States of life are different; expectations are different based on your call
d. When responding to aversions – what are our motivations? Our purpose?
e. Struggle, like Brother Lawrence’s, happens in community, in conversation with others
f. Practice doesn’t make perfect, but practice makes permanent
g. Challenge as we go into Lent: pick up some simple aspect of prayer
12. Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 10, 7PM at Holy Cross – Immaculata (after the Soup Supper talk)
13. Group photo taken to be used in a future bulletin
14. Fr Adam closed the meeting with a prayer

Following discussion at the Feb 17, 2026 Riverview Catholics Pastoral Council Meeting, Fr. Adam asked members to email their reply to the following question:

Shall Riverview Catholics form a working group / committee to pursue Alpha as a program for our family of parishes?

Replies:
Pro – 9
Con – 2
Abstain – 1
Pro: Some members replied with a simple yes.  Others added reasoning / concerns / qualifications to their input that was consistent with the discussion at the PC meeting on Feb 17.  Several members expressed enthusiasm for getting this effort underway. 
Con: In addition to other concerns, one member suggested delaying any action until the Director of Evangelization begins in July.  The other member felt energies would be better directed elsewhere but would not “oppose” an Alpha effort.

Fr. Adam’s response:
Given the Pastoral Council’s overall support for the formation of a committee to pursue Alpha as a program for our family of parishes, Fr. Adam:
1. Endorses Alpha’s goal of:
0. strengthening the faith of existing parishioners
0. evangelization to our neighbors
1. Directs the formation of an Alpha committee to create a comprehensive plan for the implementation of Alpha at Riverview Catholics to include:
1. Recruitment of personnel
1. Training requirements
1. Facility / location
1. Publicity - internal and external
1. Time lines for all the above
1. Budget
1. Etc.
1. Tasks the committee to report progress on its efforts to the (future) Director of Evangelization in anticipation of working closely with him as the lead Riverview Catholics staff member when he begins employment in July.
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