Riverview Catholics - Pastoral Council
Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 7:00 PM, St Rose undercroft
In Attendance
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Fr Adam Puntel
Fr Eric Roush
Fr Jeremy Stubbs
Anna Cristo (HCI)
Amber Dawson (CtK)
Jon Hemmer (SRL)
Mike Keating (SSC)
Mike Kovasckitz (SSC)
Amy Obermeyer (HCI)
TJ Russo (SSC) 
Don Saelinger (CtK) 
Jim Sanitato (SRL)
Non-member:
Cathy Aylward (SSC)
Larry Aylward (SSC)
Emily Daley (staff)
Jerry Pater (Alpha)
Ann Prebil (SRL)
Dick Prebil (SRL)
Rich Tereba (Alpha)
Absent:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stefanie Fitzgerald (CtK)
Chris Ryan (SRL)
Kelly Zilli (HCI)
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Pastoral Council Meeting Notes
1. Mike, Jon and Amy opened the meeting with a prayer 
2. Introductions
3. December minutes – approved 
4. Alpha presentation / Q&A (Rich Tereba & Jerry Pater)
a. St Maximilian Kolbe
1) Rich has been a member of St Max for 37 years, since the parish was created; part of the evangelization team
2) Former Vineyard member introduced St Max to Alpha (not only a Catholic program – ecumenical)
3) They have loved the program
4) They encouraged participation from outside the parish
b. Alpha Team Roles distributed
1) Roles can be doubled up; roles can be shared
2) Training videos available – not long but beautiful
3) Training videos give guidance on how to guide discussion, how to encourage people to not dominate conversation
c. List of things to consider distributed
d. Number, frequency, etc
1) 11 weekly meetings twice a year; do not have to attend every session (can watch videos, but will miss out on table discussion. 
2) Most important to not miss last session (retreat)
3) St Max averages about 15 participants per session
4) Parish picks up the cost of the retreat; meals otherwise are donated
5) Consistency is important: same day and time, and duration (has to end on time)
6) Each session: Watch video and have discussions
e. Success at St Max
1) Alpha conditions people to talk about what they believe in
2) It has worked to build community across parishes
3) People attend multiple sessions, pick up new things they missed
4) Alpha is a tool to re-energize faith, should be worked on all the time (per Archbishop Schnurr). Alpha is for those without faith, but also for those who need to awaken their faith
5) They would love for more of their cradle Catholics to go through Alpha
f. Recruiting
1) People encouraged to try it for one week
2) People out of the communication loop (bulletin, etc) are reached by (multiple) personal invitations
3) Create a team: get a group of people and show them the first video
g. Team creation
1) Pilot: church leaders, staff, and deacons attended
2) Buy in from pastor and staff necessary
3) First team wants to come back and help run it
4) 12-person team (sometimes people from outside team provide the meal)
5) Some people in the background that will help with set up, etc
6) Table leader isn’t as intimidating as it sounds – once the first question is kicked off, the conversation goes naturally 
7) Someone from Riverview Catholics could attend at St Max to see it run
8) Volunteers: rarely struggle to fill roles, but have gone back to prior participants
9) A pool of people – they do not have to volunteer every week
10) Need to be careful about having more volunteers than guests – can feel like ganging up on them.
h. Following the presentation, the Pastoral Council agreed to table discussion on Alpha as a potential program for Riverview Catholics until the February 17 meeting -- allowing members adequate time to consider the presentation and materials provided, and to conduct further research.
5. Open forum: 
a. Trivia Night on January 25 at St Stephen
b. Soup Supper schedule Feb 24 at CtK; March 3 at St Stephen; March 10 at HCI; March 17 at St Rose
6. Email
a. No emails of relevant content
7. Voicemail 
a. No calls
8. Practice of the Presence of God – 
a. Hardest thing to comprehend: how can someone be so focused throughout everything he does?
b. Continuous conversation: in an irreligious age among skeptical people, the Holy Spirit is involved, and we have to look for the Lord in the midst of it to maintain hope.
c. This book is written for everyone
d. Encouragement to keep up the conversation, turn off the distractions
e. Season of dryness: frustrating, desire to get something back
f. Or dry season where I have turned off – I have not given my time
g. Take time to reflect on moments, not just move on
h. Sin is more the separation from God, less the act
i. Freedom is pursued at the expense of matching up will with God
j. Spiritual consolation
k. Total confidence in God
9. Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 17 (Mardi Gras), 7PM at St Stephen 
10. Tentative March meeting date: Tuesday, March 10, 7PM at HCI (following the Soup Supper)
11. Fr Adam closed the meeting with a Hail Mary+
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