Riverview Catholics - Pastoral Council
Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 7:00 PM, Holy Cross – Immaculata Parish Center
In Attendance
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Fr Adam Puntel
Fr Eric Roush
Anna Cristo (HCI)
Amber Dawson (CtK)
Stefanie Fitzgerald (CtK)
Jon Hemmer (SRL)
Amy Obermeyer (HCI)
TJ Russo (SSC) 
Don Saelinger (CtK) 
Kelly Zilli (HCI)

Absent:
Fr Jeremy Stubbs
Mike Keating (SSC)
Mike Kovasckitz (SSC)
Chris Ryan (SRL)
Jim Sanitato (SRL)
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Pastoral Council Meeting Notes
1. Amy opened the meeting with a prayer
2. January minutes – approved (Don first and TJ second)
3. Fr. Adam
a. News from the Archdiocese – 
1) It was decided in November to reorder Uptown Catholic (close Holy Name and make St Monica-St George made a chapel of UC), so Annunciation could join with St Francis de Sales
2) Without now having to wait for St Francis de Sales, we can set the permanent name for our eventual combined parish. 
1. Process: We send choices to the Archdiocese, and they select one. We can start working on this now. 
2. Guidelines: 
a. cannot be the name of an existing church/parish in the Archdiocese
b. saint or title of Jesus or Mary
c. suggestion to let the school children submit an option
3) We are still 2 years out from a financial merger
4) Long term: good to start consolidating staff; no rush, can happen naturally, so can happen as they retire. Streamlined staff will provide a lot of saving at the parishes.
b. Lent
1) Confirmation is coming up; 29 people coming into the church on Holy Saturday
4. Fr. Eric: A seminarian (for his practicum) is leading a tour of the seminary for the candidates
5. Alpha : building a planning team beyond Pastoral Council
a. PC volunteers to initiate recruitment
1) Committee: let Mike know if you’re interested in the steering
2) Committee: open to non-parishioners? Open to non-Catholics?
3) Don has spoken to Deacon Don – he is interested in participating
4) Ask St Max members who talked to our group if they would be willing to consult (Done believes they will)
b. Formation of Alpha planning team
1) To determine if it is worthwhile
2) To determine the roles
6. Promoting Archdiocese Communications in Weekly Bulletin?
a. 2026 Parish Vitality Report (contains press kit / graphics); group comments:
1) Too much information; people hardly read what we put in there already
2) Recommend: that we provide a link to remind parishioners that the data exists
3) Recommend: more productive to explore viability of a program like Alpha, not focus just on numbers.
b. Catholic Telegraph (subscription is free within AoC) – transfer of leadership happening at the Telegraph; recommend waiting for change to figure out how to get subscriptions updated
c. Catherine Swenson Telegraph Staff – Christ the King parishioner is a good contact / information source
7. Open forum: 
a. Soup Supper – one left
b. Fish Fries
c. Volunteer plea for Good Friday
8. Email - No emails of relevant content
9. Voicemail - No calls
10. Practice of the Presence of God (Anna led discussion) 
a. “easier’ than second conversation; more applicable
b. Trust – honors God and draws down grace form God – liked the visuals (comforting)
c. More united to God in ordinary work in period of spiritual dryness
d. Quiet times, did not think about God as much as he should; relationship with God strengthened after such periods
e. Penance and exercises shouldn’t be so focused vs really doing it for God
f. My work is my prayer – false identity – they weren’t talking with God, just serving
g. Trust is cyclical; retrospect allows us to step forward
h. Highs and lows – the toll something takes on us – God is OK with all of the emotions we need to take for a time.
11. Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 21, 7PM at Our Lord Christ the King
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]Fr Adam closed the meeting with a prayer
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